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French ccent

The French Embassy in Singapore




Uncharacteristically nestied
betwean a block of restored shophouseas
and an old d4-storey apariment block near
the junction of Cluny Park Road and Bukit
Timah Road, the new Franch Embassy
buwlding sils In such quiet repose thal an
unfamiliar visitor would surely miss IL The
winning schemea af a competition hald in
1993 by Ihe French Ministry of Forgign
Affairs for the design of a new building to
unite the Franch Embassy and Consulale

offices=the buldding, according to Paris

based Dubus-Richez and ther sster
company i Kuala Lumpur ZD-R (Zami

Dubus-Fiches Sdn Bhd), strives to ba

* —an ambodiment in the midst of this

citv=state of & certain French spirl _a spirid

which s bolh alfirmatve and measured,

like a qualitied stalement.”

Thie building designed n association
with TSP Architects + Planners Pia Lid
can be discerned as two unalgned

reclilinear volumes, inlerlocked by a therd

implied steal-framed volume capped by

a sail-over flat canopy, demarcating the
entrance. A small dormitony blogk i localed
af tha rear, connacted to the main build g
via corridors. The narrow lrontage of the
bullding 15 puncluated by a small guard

house—a sculplured white volume of con-

Jlass. Pr

crete an l*r'|_1lI|-J inSsde, an

elongated flat shce of canopy, dehying graaty

hints the way io tha main anifrance doors

which are cradied at the o echon of the

v Duschreg masses, 1he en

Ence s shghily

glevaiad from the ground, imparting a sublie

sansa of hierarchy 0 the entrance, also

aliwing for the

e b be Wiy racsed

Thie alnium lobby, deliciously carved oot
of the two volumes, is bathed in a light and
ambience that could only be described as

Medi

terranean. The clever use of small
I'|= ameier imber mods, each about ong matre
n length, nterspersed in a grid below the

glass skolight, cuts oul & warm and chee

piece of blue sky as the centrepiece of the

iinum space, The ::!Jr'.‘. frowm the i provised

miper ‘chandeler bathes the vertical feature
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T Franch Embuoiey busbding sbimes
o be an embodiment of 3 cortain French
sguril

Tha fecodone of Franco punctumioes ths
antry voluma

A “fodd”® ol yellow proconds a booad lghi
of stnirs lending to tha sntanoa.

Two rectlingar forms, moracking with &
sleed Iramed volume cappesd by a sad
over [l caongy, demarcals the antranca

31 sp



architecture

of the stesd and alass ift ansemble, compo- whilp sensuous Tvwn-tinoed Halian keathe
bonally an cxlension of the skybohl | cushioned panels wrap up the wedge-shaped
fransmit the light furlher dewn inlo the space segmenied mass which acts somewhat like

Thies aminath sxpanse of the polished lime=

one loor, impored from soulbern France

EfTANEAN} |5 punciu ited in the

pace by a af .'."--': Wie
Wi, @ group of Franch de: Igrers wh
recialise i crasting v it
furnifture and funch Thi
recephion-desk installation mpised of | L} I the edge which
ertical pole-like timber elaments juxts it {1 & meating of horizontal
with a flat trasted glass sheat and does ind vartical planes. Walls and doors are
moeed serve 15 purpose as a conversation deliberately kept indistinet and Hushed b
piece, bul musl have been loo inbmidating continue the thems ot clean lines and
for a real receplionist fo manage. simple planes thal define the central space
Thies honey=twsed mtenof caudas warmih This debighiful Spalal volume 5 anmalod
and showcases lhe paletle of au nalura intermittently by the movemant of the sar
matenals favoured by the architects, Wall larially elegant folks who move along the

nding the space 'S A exchange

Wit
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ollgagues from a differen| level—they lend an

air of

ardial infarmality that amanates th
thie space High=ceihnoed visa halls, confer
rooms d@nd pubbc offices on he frst slorey an

fodloweed by mora intimate adminisiration affices

on he second and third storeys, while the Taurth

1% more Tormatl

egregal

senreqated) half-partitioned open-plan otfices
Instead, workspacas are defined by (hs use of
glass partiions with pull-down ver

n plinds

s immatensl partitions di

rergate bul

delineate workspaces and act

momibranes which manlam a deqgree of acoust

privacy yet transmit the occasional smule

ana
Wlow visual connaciadness ol the spaces. Tha
aft=filtared lighl, which streams thiough the

windows 5 moderated on the east facade by tnt

glass sun-shading, while matal-finned bas-soheid

Ir this ol sp the themd of
vd mimpho
e comviraesks wathy This verbcal ghass
and stesl slvialor which ammates the
spaco. & strp of blue sky comvrys
=a drieim of eomrelane lae "'“'"T-

cloan horizontal lin

Walls and doors surmounding the
il pireem are d in panels
ol Franch sycamies, Finsn-1e
Hat

n leather panels wrap-up a
wodpe-ahapasd segmnriled miag
which acts

8 & visusl conuberposnt

a3 spa
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shada the windows on the side alavations,
French elegance 15 aoain underined by th

beaulilully designed contempaorary French

furniture of wood. laather and stenl The

Ambassador's office s most impressive with
its range of conlemparary re-interpretahion:
af iradifional French crafted fumiture I inply
hand=-made by French arfisans

It some spaces are defined by hght, then
tha offices facing narth, overfooking the
expanse of the Botame Gardens and the
neatby NIE campus, must indeed be dehined

by the wvaw. From the fourth slorey window,

hie vienw' SKEMS Over the Canopmes of vast rain-

rees and appropnates the space boyond o

mtend the realm of the interio:
Throuch the use of simple volumes:
elegant malesials and space definition theough

the play of light, the archilects seem o have

caplured the essence of things The contain-

ment of clutier within the crisp defining planas
ind valumes allow the visilor to expanance

the delight of pure spece and the exquisite

jality of form and texturas. Yat, it would

b oo comvenien! 10 b fims pusc of archi=

teclure as muvmalist, as the enjoyment of
space s not mamly on an abstract lavel, but

at the level of the tactile and of & humane

quahty. The assemblage of ighl, space and

materals does not intimidate bt angagea o ne's
sense-af particspabion in the space Thi '.'|I.||||1|"||||
does nol cxert s fectorc guabkty (e columns
are embedded m partibons as lar 85 possibla)
bt ask to he apprecialed as the tpace to he

within, The vigitor's memory of the building

would surely be the initial promise, by tha {lal

raised canopy roof at the entrance, of a bit of
‘Franch sky' against the ropical i_i.l Wi and
then just thal strip of Blue sky within, with &

dream of somewhere far away,. B

Client
The: Frarch Ministry of Foreign Aftairs

Architects

ZD-R with Dubus-Ric I
TSP Architects + Planners

i

The sunlight which streams
througgh 1he windowes oo Hhe sl
facade s moderaiod oy Im-glass
rurisibdudeig

A prevato gardom on the soulh
sidie of the embasay and this
anfrance io & private
undmground carpark.

Mutal-finned béig-asodod shads
tha windows on the sida
eilisdalunna




